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SUBJECT: MALTESE DISPLEASURE WITH ERIC DA-RIN 

REF: VALLETTA 1169 

1 . CONTRETEMPS OVER ERIC DA-RIN AND FELICE MISSION HAS 
ENDED IN COMPROMISE OF SORTS BUT WITH CONSIDERABLE 
MINTOFF BACKDOWN. RESIDUE OF IRRITATION WITH MINTOFF IN 
GOI IS CONSIDERABLE. 

2. DA-RIN ASSEMBLED FIVE NATO AMBASSADORS TODAY TO BRIEF 
US ON OUTCOME OF HIS WEEKEND CONSULTATIONS IN ROME OVER 
MINTOFF DEMAND FOR HIS RECALL. DA RIN HAS RETURNED 

WITH FULL ACCREDITATION AS AMBASSADOR BUT WITH UNDERSTAND- 
ING HE WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO A LARGER POST SOME MONTHS 
HENCE. 

3. THIS OUTCOME WAS NOT REACHED, HOWEVER. WITHOUT GOI 
HAVING TO STAND FIRM IN FACE OF SERIES OF MINTOFF DEMANDS 
CONCERNING DA-RIN. FIRST WAS THAT GOI RECALL 

HIM FOR COLLUSION WITH OPPOSITION AND THEREFORE 
UNACCEPTABLE AS AMBASSADOR. THIS GOI REJECTED FIRMLY, 
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SAYING THAT IF MINTOFF PERSISTED GOI WOULD HAVE NO 
ALTERNATIVE BUT TO PUT MALTESE/ITALIAN RELATIONS IN STATE 
OF FREEZE, INCLUDING SUSPENSION OF DIALOGUE ON MALTA 
POST-79. MINTOFF THEN FELL BACK TO SUGGESTING DA-RIN BE 
CONTINUED AS AMBASSADOR BUT RESIDENT IN ROME. AFTER 
GOI'S REJECTION OF THIS GAMBIT MINTOFF SUGGESTED THAT 
DA-RIN COULD RETURN NOT AS AMBASSADOR BUT ONLY AS 
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SPECIAL EMISSARY IN CONNECTION WITH DIALOGUE. 

4. PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY MALFATTI (WHO ACTED AS GOI 
CHANNEL IN TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL 
EDGAR MIZZI) REJECTED THIS AS WELL, REMINDING 

MALTESE THAT HE WAS NOT A MANZINI AND HAD NO PARTICULAR 
BRIEF FOR MALTA, EMPHASIZING THAT ITALY WAS ONLY PREPARED 
TO DISCUSS THIS AS AN ISSUE BETWEEN TWO SOVEREIGN AND 
SELF-RESPECTING GOVERNMENTS. 

5. END RESULT IS THAT DA RIN HAS RETURNED, WITH FULL 
CONFIDENCE OF GOI, BUT WITH GOI UNDERSTANDING WITH 
MALTESE THAT HE WILL DEPART SEVERAL MONTHS HENCE AT WHAT 
WILL BE SEEN AS COMPLETION OF NORMAL TOUR OF DUTY. DA-RIN 
TELLS US THAT PRESENT INTENTION OF GOI IS TO LEAVE THE 

POST AT CHARGE LEVEL FOR SOME TIME THEREAFTER. 

6. MEANWHILE DA-RIN WILL CONTINUE ACTING AS AMBASSADOR 
AND CONDUCTING A NORMAL RELATIONSHIP AS FAR AS GOI IS 
CONCERNED. THIS INCLUDES NEXT ROUND OF TALKS BETWEEN 
FRENCH/ITALIANS AND MALTESE IN ROME ON MAY *8-*9 ON 
NEUTRALITY GUARANTEE. HOWEVER DA-RIN EMPHASIZED THAT 
MALTESE CANNOT EXPECT HIM OR THE GOI TO CONDUCT DAY-TO- 
DAY OPERATIONS WITH MUCH ENTHUSIASM AND THAT RESULT WILL 
INEVITABLY BE SOME SLOWDOWN IN ACTIVITY. 
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7. DA-RIN HIMSELF PROFESSES TO HAVE SOME MIXED EMOTIONS 
ABOUT ALL THIS, REGRETFUL HE WILL BE DEPARTING UNDER 
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES BUT NONETHELESS GLAD TO BE FREE OF 
WHAT HE CLAIMS TO HAVE BECOME AN ONEROUS TASK. HE SAYS 
THAT HE HAS FORLANI'S COMPLETE CONFIDENCE (AND FORLANI'S 
DEEPENED DISLIKE OF MINTOFF). HE APPARENTLY ALSO HAS 
FORLANI'S ASSURANCE (PROTECT CAREFULLY) THAT HE WILL BE 
NAMED ITALY'S NEXT NATO PERMREP WHEN THE PRESENT INCUM- 
BENT'S TOUR OF DUTY ENDS IN JANUARY 1979. IN 
ANTICIPATION OF THIS HE INTENDS TO DEPART MALTA 
SEPTEMBER 1, GO ON LEAVE, AND THEN JOIN ITALY'S UNGA 
DELEGATION LATE THIS YEAR BEFORE GOING TO 

BRUSSELS. 

8. DA-RIN CONTINUES TO FEEL THAT HE DID NOTHING UNTOWARD 
IN TALKING ABOUT THE FELICE VISIT TO WASHINGTON IN THE 
WAY HE DID WITH NATIONALIST DEPUTY LEADER DEMARCO. 
CONSEQUENTLY DEPARTMENT AND ROME SHOULD CAREFULLY AVOID 
USING MY TERM "INDISCREET" IN DESCRIBING WHAT HE SAID TO 
DEMARCO, EVEN THOUGH I HOLD TO THAT VIEW. MEANWHILE I 
HAVE HAD NO OCCASION TO RUN INTO ANY OF THE OPPOSITION 
LEADERSHIP WHICH IS FORTUNATE SINCE I STILL HAVE 
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NO IDEA WHAT FELICE HAS IN FACT TOLD THEM. THE LEADER- 
SHIP WILL NO DOUBT COMPLAIN TO ME THAT I HAVE NOT 
DEALT WITH THEM IN CONFIDENCE, TO WHICH I INTEND TO SAY 
THAT FELICE (AND MINTOFF) WANTED IT HANDLED IN THE WAY IT 
WAS AND THAT IT IS UP TO FELICE TO DECIDE HOW TO TREAT 
WITH HIS OWN LEADERSHIP. LAINGEN 
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